Thompson Rivers District First Nation Information Sharing Report for Woodlots

For Cutting Permit (CP) & Road Permit (RP) Submission


	Licensee Information Sharing Report Sections A to F

	Section A:  General Information
Submission Date:
District:
TSA:

Licensee:

CP/RP:
Licence:
Blocks/Sections:
Map Sheet:
Geographic Co-ordinates (UTM or Lat./Long.):

Geographic Location/Operating Area:



	Information about the proposed forest developments was shared with First Nations as outlined in the Thompson Rivers District report. 
Signed (R.P.F / R.F.T.): _________________________________________ Date: _________________



	Section B:  Previous Information Sharing Processes
Has information been shared under a previous process (e.g. WLP, block and road referral)?  Yes  [image: image1.wmf]  No  [image: image2.wmf]
If yes, attach information sharing summary, or indicate the information sharing summary reference number previously provided to MFLNRO:
If no, complete Section C.


	Section C:  Current Information Sharing Processes

1. List of First Nations contacted:
2. Source:  Map Sheet Referral Spreadsheet  [image: image3.wmf]   Public CAD Service  [image: image4.wmf]   Other [image: image5.wmf]  identify source:
3. Communication summary:
· Dates of information sharing communications (e.g.  letters, email, meetings, field trips)

· Summary of all concerns identified
· Summary of measures taken to address or mitigate concerns
4. List of First Nations sent a follow-up communication on measures taken to address or mitigate concerns:



	Section D:  Archaeology and Cultural Assessments
Identify information considered by the forest professional during development of this submission: 

Archaeology:

AOA  [image: image6.wmf]   PFR  [image: image7.wmf]   AIA  [image: image8.wmf]   AIS  [image: image9.wmf]   RAAD  [image: image10.wmf]   Other field reviews  [image: image11.wmf]
Cultural Heritage:

CHR assessments (aboriginal trails, cultural modified trees, etc.)  [image: image12.wmf]
Agreements:

Service agreements  [image: image13.wmf]   MOUs  [image: image14.wmf]   Communication Protocols  [image: image15.wmf]
First Nation’s data available through agreement with licensee (e.g.: traditional use studies):



	Section E:  Changes made to final block or road layout
Is the proposed development within the area that was referred to First Nations (e.g. size, shape, location)?

Yes  [image: image16.wmf]   No  [image: image17.wmf]
If no, describe the change (size, location etc.) and provide a rationale:




	Section F:  Advice to Delegated Decision Maker
Describe any outstanding issues and provide a rationale for issuance of the permit:



	Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations Use Only Sections G & H


	Section G:  Submission Review

The correct First Nations were engaged in the information sharing process.  Yes  [image: image18.wmf]   No  [image: image19.wmf]
The Crown has followed any commitments made in Interim Measure Agreements.  Yes  [image: image20.wmf]   No  [image: image21.wmf]
(Forest and Range Opportunities, Forest Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreements, locally established protocols, etc.)

The concerns identified during consultation on the Woodlot Licence Plan were adequately addressed.  Yes  [image: image22.wmf]   No  [image: image23.wmf]
MFLNRO staff believe an adequate level of consultation was completed.   Yes  [image: image24.wmf]   No  [image: image25.wmf]
(A general review of readily available information was conducted.  An adequate level of consultation was completed based on the strength of aboriginal claims and potential for adverse impacts to those claims.  Aboriginal interests were appropriately addressed.)

Comments/Recommendations

Signature:__________________________________Date:________________________________________
Identify any First Nations who have requested notification of CP or RP approval:



	Section H:  District Manager or Delegated Decision Maker
The decision maker is satisfied that adequate consultation was completed.  Yes  [image: image26.wmf] or further action required  [image: image27.wmf]
Signature:__________________________________Date:________________________________________



District Guide to Information Sharing Report
Licensee completes sections A-F:  General Information
Best Practice:  Woodlot Licence Plan (WLP) holders who are diligent in information sharing, relationship building with First Nations, and submitting complete reports and referral packages may experience faster permit issuance.

Section A: General Information and Review Stream Recommendation
Submission Date:  Date of permit application. 
Woodlot Licence and Licensee:  Licence number and name of licence holder.

CP/RP:  Permit identification by cutting permit number, or road permit and amendment number.

Blocks/Sections:  List of blocks or road sections included in the referral summary.

Geographic Location:  General area of the application. 

Map sheet:  Provide a map sheet number to confirm the geographic location.
Geographic Co-ordinates (UTM or Lat Long):  Identify co-ordinates of a block control point or start of a road so that they are easier to locate on a map.
District:  Identify district.

Best Practice:  Fill out all sections of the Information Sharing Report.  A complete report with each submission will ensure the delegated decision maker (DDM) has appropriate information to support sound and timely decision making.

Signature Block:  The forest professional declares that information about the proposed forest developments was shared with First Nations.  Additional and relevant information can be added.
Standard review:

· A standard review will include those submissions where outstanding concerns need to be balanced with social, environmental, and economic factors at the discretion of the DDM.
· There are no reasonable means available to the licensee to address First Nations’ concerns or interests, or mitigate an impact.
· The concerns are of a general nature and site specific measures are not available.
Section B:  Previous Information Sharing Processes
If the proposed block or road was referred under a previous information sharing process then include all referral reference information.

Best Practice:  It is a best practice to provide MFLNRO copies of referrals or Information Sharing Reports at the time these are sent to First Nations, or upon completion of the referral period.  Documentation to confirm communications with First Nations is important to the Crown in the event that deeper levels of consultation are required to meet the Crowns’ legal duty to consult.
Best Practice:  Inclusion of previously referred block and road proposals in new referrals helps to convey a more comprehensive overview of all potential development in a geographic area.  This may assist First Nations in identifying potential impacts to their aboriginal interests and ongoing use of cultural heritage resources.  Including this information can support a rationale to recommend an expedited review stream even if some proposed development was initially referred more than three years previous.

Section C:  Current Information Sharing Process

Confirm how the licensee identified which First Nations should be included in the information sharing process.  Consider using district matrices, the public CAD tool, working agreements held with First Nations, or advice from MFLNRO staff.
List of First Nations contacted:  Provide list of bands and councils contacted.
Best Practices:  Consider involving the First Nations as soon as possible in the development planning process.  This can support a strong relationship between industry and First Nations, and foster meaningful information exchange.  It is best to contact MFLNRO staff for the most up-to-date contact information.  A First Nation identification tool may be available from the MFLNRO district office (e.g. DTR mapsheet spreadsheet).
Communication Summary:  Licensee summarizes the communication that occurred with each First Nation.  Include contact names, the type of communication (phone call, email, letter, meeting, field inspection, etc.) and dates when it occurred.  Document issues and how they were addressed.
Best Practices:
· Sharing information with First Nations more than once a year is recommended,.
· When sending information to a First Nation, the WLP holder needs to balance the amount of information being sent with sufficient timelines.  A First Nation will require more time to assess a large amount of information.
· Reasonable timelines should be mutually agreed to by the licensee and First Nations.
· Consider providing First Nations a list of the licensee’s priority developments so that they can schedule their reviews accordingly.
· Areas of high cultural value may best be referred separately to provide for appropriate timeframes to complete appropriate reviews and develop specific management strategies.
· The holder of a WLP is in the best position to share site specific information since they have the most knowledge with respect to their proposed developments and the ability to develop site specific measures where appropriate.

· Attempt to resolve concerns prior to submitting a permit.  There may be situations where the licensee has exhausted all reasonable options and requests MFLNRO staff to resolve the concern. If necessary, it is best to seek the involvement of government staff early in the process.
List of First Nations sent follow up notification on accommodation or mitigation measures:  A notice describing any First Nation interests identified and stating what is planned in terms of accommodation or mitigation measures should be sent to any First Nation that indicate an interest in the referral.  A notice should also be sent to First Nations who assert an interest in the referral area and have requested to be notified of findings and accommodations even if they have not responded to the referral.  Any notification should clearly state that an application is being made to MFLNRO for a CP or RP.  A copy of the referral can be submitted to the ministry with the CP or RP application.
Section D: Archaeological and Cultural Assessments
List the information considered by the forest professional during development of the submission.
· Information may be conveyed to forest professional through First Nations responses.
· Information may be provided to forest professional through memorandum of understanding (MOU) or fee for service agreements with First Nations.
· Information can be collected under the Cultural Heritage Act and to address cultural heritage resources.  Examples include:
· Archaeological overview assessment (AOA)
· Preliminary field reconnaissance (PFR)
· Archaeological inventory study (AIS)
· Archaeological impact assessment (AIA)

· Remote access to archaeological data (RAAD)
· Information may be gathered by the forest professional during the implementation of the WLP result or strategy to conserve, or, if necessary, protect cultural heritage resources (CHRs) that are the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people that is of continuing importance to that people and not regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act.  Cultural heritage resource assessments are typically completed by First Nations under a fee for service agreement.
· Other First Nations databases - typically completed by First Nations under a fee for service agreement.
Section E:  Changes made to final block or road layout

Are there any variations between the application area (size, shape and location) and the referral area?
If yes, describe/provide rationale.
In instances where final layout has changed the initial proposed location of proposed development, the forest professional should include a rationale to verify that no material impact was triggered.  Forest professionals should be mindful that substantive changes may trigger the need for further consultation and could delay permit issuance.

Best Practice:  A best practice is to share information on a larger area, rather than too small of an area.  An increase to the permit area reflects an increased impact to the land base and could create a need for additional information sharing.
Section F:  Advice to Delegated Decision Maker (Optional)
Describe any outstanding issues and options for DDM consideration.
This section is optional, and intended to provide the forest professional with an opportunity to share their perspective about any outstanding issues for consideration by the DDM.

Section G:  Submission Review (MFLNRO Use Only):
District staff determine if:
· The submission meets the criteria for the standard or extensive review streams.
· The correct First Nations were engaged in the information sharing process.
· The Crown has honoured any commitments made in interim measures agreements (Forest and Range Opportunities, Forest Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreements, locally established protocols).
· All reasonably available information was considered (internal databases, internal TUS data, past consultation).
· Any concerns identified during the WLP consultation were adequately addressed.
· An adequate level of consultation and a general review of readily available information was completed.  District staff consider whether an adequate level of consultation was completed based on the strength of aboriginal claims and potential for serious adverse impact on those claims.  Staff also consider wither aboriginal interests were appropriately addressed.

· There are any First Nations who requested notification of CP or RP approval.

Section H:  District Manager or Delegated Decision Maker

After a review of the information provided by the licensee and advice of MFLNRO staff, the district manager or DDM may proceed with a decision, or determine the need for further action.
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